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Sunm; cafés

Look ahead: Tokyo’s big
urban plans take flight

Go local: Lisbon’s home-
THE CITY grown revival lifts off

Give me shelter: Can LA

WINNERS finally find homes for all?

4 Leadership: The mayor
From parks to planning, the who asked for a pay cut

metropolises that are building 5 Fresh ideas: How alfresco
back bigger and better. solutions help sunny Helsinki
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Cool homes

+o RIDING THE WAVE Portugal’s best seaside shacks and snacks NEW HOTELS London, Baja California and Beirut
get fresh outposts of happy hospitality RETURN TO THE BEACH A guide to the tribes you’ll encounter on the summer sand
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Lisbon

Displaying unity of purpose.
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Lisbon breathed a sigh of relief
when tourists were allowed back into
Portugal in May, just in time for the
summer season. Much of city hall’s
efforts during the past 18 months had
been about mitigating the impact of
the more than 80 per cent drop in
visitor numbers. With the hospital-
ity and restaurant sectors badly hit,
the Lisboa Protege programme was
launched in November 2020 with the
aim of protecting jobs and wages via
€gom of funds and tax exemptions. It
was a critical lifeline to many families
and businesses.

The past vear has also inspired
some longer-term fixes for the city.
A “safe rent” programme, in which
city hall leases properties from pri-
vate landlords on five-year contracts,
then sublets them at accessible prices
to residents, found some momentum.
Given the dramatic decline in Airbnb
bookings, the programme kills two
birds with one stone: it offers prop-
erty owners some financial security
and helps to address the city’s lack of
affordable housing.

There has also been a fresh oppor-
tunity for Lisbon residents to appreci-
ate what the city gets right. Without
the crowds of tourists and tuk-tuks,
Lisbon’s good looks, proximity to
nature, agreeable weather and social
cohesion became ever more appar-
ent. Citizens have come together in
endearing ways to help one another,
such as the welcome revival of farm-
ers markets as a means of helping to
offset the losses suffered by producers
due to closed restaurants. — GSL

Population: 505,000 in the city;
2,000,000 in the metropolitan area

Unemployment: 7.7%

Public parks: 113

Infrastructure projects: Lisbon plans
to have 200km of cycle paths by the end
of the year; a further 8o bike-sharing
stations should be in place by then.
What needs fixing: The city has to

reconsider how the tourism industry
can safeguard residents’ interests.
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